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Buckeye Boys State June 12-20, 2010



Bowling Green State University
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

ROSS COUNTY POST 62
53 West Main Street

http://www.horizonview.net/~post62

(740) 772-1929
CHILLICOTHE, OHIO

January 10, 2010
To:  
Principal, ______________________ High School

From:
Chairman, Buckeye Boys State Committee, Post 62

Subj.:  2010 Buckeye Boys State Program

The 2010 Buckeye Boys State Program will be held June 12 - 20 at Bowling Green State University.  This is the premier American Legion Boys State Program in the nation.  It is a nine- day “hands on” workshop in the principles and organization of Ohio government.

Each year, we ask that you nominate young men from your school to attend this program.  Please review “Guidelines for Selecting Candidates” (Encl. 1); “Special Attention” (Encl. 2); “Buckeye Boys State Nomination Form” (Encl. 3); and “Important Notes for Candidates and Alternates” (Encl. 4).

There is no limit to the number of individuals that you may nominate, as long as they meet the guidelines mentioned in Enclosure 1.  Your school’s allotted candidates will be chosen by the Post 62 Buckeye Boys State Committee.  The selection criteria include a personal interview and grading in areas of poise, expressiveness, and scholastic achievement, to name a few.  This year’s interviews will be held at the American Legion, Post 62 on Saturday, March 13, and Sunday, March 14, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  If necessary, another date can be scheduled by contacting Robert W. Barnhart at 772-1929 (Post 62), 253-5829 (home) or 772-7071 (office).

NOMINEES MUST BE PRESENT AT THIS INTERVIEW 
TO BE CHOSEN AS CANDIDATES OR ALTERNATES

Please notify me in writing or by phone call of your nominees, no later than March 1, 2010.  Include a phone number where the nominees can be reached if there is a last minute change to the schedule.  Your support for this program is greatly appreciated.

Very respectfully,

Robert W. Barnhart

BBS Chairman

Ross County American Legion Post 62

THE AMERICAN LEGION BUCKEYE BOYS STATE

Guidelines for Selecting Candidates
A.  A Candidate MUST have completed the Eleventh (11th) Grade and have at least one (1) semester left prior to graduation, after completion of the Boys State program.

B.  Candidates should have good scholastic ranking and be recommended by the High School Principal.

C.  Candidates should possess qualities of Leadership, Scholastic Achievement, good citizenship, and a willingness to participate.

D.  CANDIDATES MUST BE A RESIDENT OF OHIO AND A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES.  NON-CITIZENS MAY ATTEND BUT CANNOT VOTE OR HOLD ELECTIVE OFFICE.  EXCHANGE STUDENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

E.  Candidates should demonstrate an interest in United States History, Government and Civics.  Debate or Public Speaking is a benefit to candidates.

F.  Candidates are required to be in attendance for the ENTIRE Boys State program.  If a candidate does not attend or complete the program for any reason other than illness or emergency, the candidate or his family will refund all registration money to the Sponsoring Post.

G.  Candidates MUST believe in United States Citizenship and the ideals of “God and Country” on which our country and the American Legion were founded.


BUCKEYE BOYS STATE IS NOT A SPORTS CAMP OR VACATION CAMP.
Buckeye Boys State is a highly structured, intense, “hands on” workshop into Ohio Government.  Candidates at Boys State will learn by doing.

Candidates selected to Buckeye Boys State must be willing to give the American Legion and Buckeye Boys State a nine day commitment of their time and 100% willingness to learn and participate.

Candidates are required to attend a Boys State Orientation program in his area.  Details on the orientation program will be provided to all candidates by Post 62.

THE FINAL SELECTION IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SPONSORING POST (POST 62).  A representative of Post 62 will meet with the candidate(s) and certify him for acceptance.  Young men not acceptable to Post 62 will not be acceptable to the Boys State Board of Trustees.

It is important that school authorities read and understand Section D, above, and be aware of the American Legion’s position on this matter in regards to Boys State.  

SPECIAL ATTENTION for ACT TEST!
The ACT test, a college entrance qualifying test, is scheduled to be given in Ohio High Schools, Saturday, June 12, 2010 - the opening day of Buckeye Boys State.

The ACT test being given on this date poses a problem for Buckeye Boys State in that Boys State does not want young men to feel they must skip going to Boys State in order to stay at home to take the ACT test.

To address this problem; two (2) options may be worked out with the boys you are thinking of nominating.

OPTION #1
The ACT will be given also in February and April of 2010.  Young men may elect to take the test on either or both of these dates and are encouraged to do so.

OPTION #2
The young man working with the Guidance Counselors at his High School may arrange to take the ACT test on the campus of Bowling Green State University.

A site on the campus for Bowling Green area students to take the ACT test is also available for Boys State delegates.

This test site change would have to be handled between the delegate and the National ACT Office.

Young men would arrive early on campus, take the ACT test which ends at 12:00 noon, and then be ready for Boys State registration, which starts at 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m.
Be advised, space is limited for the ACT test in Bowling Green.  Boys who wish to transfer their test site will be handled on a first come, first served basis by the ACT office.

BUCKEYE BOYS STATE NOMINATION FORM

NAME ___________________________   SCHOOL ____________________________
AGE ___________________   BIRTHDATE ___________________________________

HOME PHONE __________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________

EMAIL ______________________________________________________________

PARENTS NAMES____________________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN’S SIGNATURE & DATE

________________________________________________________________________

ACADEMIC HONORS/AWARDS:

GPA:  


EXTRACURRICULAR; CHURCHES, CLUBS, HOBBIES, SPORTS, ETC:


BUCKEYE BOYS STATE NOMINATION FORM (p2)
NAME ___________________________   SCHOOL ____________________________

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS OR OFFICES HELD IN OR OUT OF SCHOOL:

FUTURE PLANS BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL?

ATTACH RESUME, IF AVAILABLE.





THE AMERICAN LEGION BUCKEYE BOYS STATE

Important Notes for Candidates and Alternates
1.  Post 62 will conduct interviews for all Buckeye Boys State candidates at the American Legion, Post 62 on Saturday, March 13, and Sunday, March 14, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  If necessary, another date can be scheduled by contacting Robert W. Barnhart at 772-1929 (Post 62), 253-5829 (home) or 772-7071 (office).

2.  All candidates must also attend a Buckeye Boys State orientation at either Ross County American Legion Post 62 on Thursday, May 6, 7:00 p.m., or at Portsmouth American Legion Post 23 on Tuesday, May 11th, 7:00 p.m.

3.  Buckeye Boys State will be held June 12 - 20, 2010 on the campus of Bowling Green State University (BGSU), Bowling Green, Ohio.  Registration begins June 12 from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m.
4.  American Legion Post 62 pays all costs associated with Buckeye Boys State; however, transportation to and from is not provided.  Each family must make their own arrangements.
5.  Potential conflict with ACT testing:  This test is being given the opening day of Buckeye Boys State.  The test can be taken at BGSU but special arrangements will have to be made with your Guidance Counselor.

6.  Candidates must be willing to attend the entire program.  Credit will not be received if not completed and unless caused by illness or emergency, the candidate or his family will refund all registration money to the Sponsoring Post (Post 62).  All Post 62 Buckeye Boys State attendees should be willing to provide feedback to Post 62 after completion of the program.

7.  Citizenship forms need to be returned to Post 62 by Wednesday, March 31st.

8.  Nominees should indicate their willingness to be an alternate, if not selected as a candidate.  The orientation requirement must be fulfilled for an alternate to fill a candidate vacancy.

Additional Information
What is Buckeye Boys State (p1 of 4)
As a program of The American Legion, Boys State developed from the concept that youth should be offered a better perspective of the practical operation of government; that the individual is an integral part and commensurately responsible for the character and success of his government. As such, it is an activity of high educational value, born out of a need for youth training in practical citizenship.

American Legion Boys State is easily classified as a leadership action program where qualified male high school juniors take part in a practical government course designed to develop in the young citizens a working knowledge of the structure of government and to impress upon them the fact that government is just what they make it.

How and Why Boys State Started
Boys State was born of a desire to counter the Fascist inspired Young Pioneer Camps of the 1930s, where boys of high school age were being taught that democracy had outworn its usefulness and should be replaced by a new form of government, namely Fascism.

The Boys State program was formulated in the minds of Legionnaires Hayes Kennedy and Harold Card, both educators and both members of The American Legion of Illinois. It was their desire to start a counter movement within the ranks of American youth that would develop a better understanding of our system of government, and to instill in our youth a desire to preserve it. The format for Boys State was laid out by Harold Card and fashioned from a method employed by him in earlier years to properly police and organize a Boy Scout camp. Shorthanded on staff, he permitted the boys to govern themselves, hold an election and elect a mayor and a city council. Appointments were made to cover positions like police, fire, health and sanitation officials. Harold Card quickly found that the boys became so enthused in carrying out their 'city' duties, they almost neglected their Scout assignments. The boys were learning by doing.

The first Boys State was conducted at the Illinois State Fairgrounds, Springfield, Illinois, in June, 1935. Now, 71 years later, the program is still providing that opportunity to young men . . . to learn by doing, and through this time well over one million young men have experienced American Legion Boys State. Though Fascism no longer poses a threat in today's world, our way of life is still threatened by forms of government alien to our democratic ideals, and by apathy among our own citizens. The American Legion continues to sponsor and to conduct Boys State in the belief that young citizens who are familiar with the operation of our system of government will be better prepared to uphold its ideals and maintain it for future generations.

Objectives and Goals
A program of this scope encompasses many important objectives. Those which we, The American Legion, feel are most important and for which we strive the hardest are:

To develop civic leadership and pride in American citizenship. 

It is our earnest hope that each young man attending a Boys State will return to his community a better citizen and that we will have aroused in him a desire to demonstrate this fact by his willingness to make civic contributions that will help to make his community a better place in which to live. 

To arouse a keen interest in the detailed study of our government. 
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Here we desire to create more than just a passive interest in the actual study of government; we strive to create an interest that will be born of the desire for knowledge. 

To develop an understanding of American traditions and belief in the United States of America. 

Here we desire to impress upon the young men the glorious traditions which have made this country what it is today. 

To arouse in the young citizens a determination to maintain our form of government. 

This we attempt to accomplish in many ways but primarily by bringing them into the full realization of how wonderful it is to be an American! 

The final two objectives are taken from the Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion. 

"To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation . . ." 

"To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy . . ." 

Description of Program Curriculum/Activities
Boys State is conducted in 49 Departments of The American Legion. Hawaii does not conduct a program. As separate corporations, Boys States vary in content and method of procedure, but each and every Boys State adheres to the basic concept of the program -- that of teaching government from the township to the state level.

A Boys State program, generally, is fashioned after the government structure of the respective state. Political offices and agencies that serve the people of a state would also exist within a Boys State. Every Boys State operates under a two-party system with instruction provided in the organization and operation of political parties at different levels of government. On the average, a Boys State program covers a period of seven days. Enrollments vary from as few as 25 to well over 1,300 in a single program.

Operation of a Boys State
The supervision of activities at Boys State and the responsibility for the full program is entrusted to its director. He is assisted by an Administrative and an Instructional staff that usually includes volunteer educators, attorneys and other professional people, many of whom are drawn from the membership of The American Legion.

The Administrative staff has responsibility for providing services such as a Boys State bank, a post office, a public relations office, a first aid station, and a Boys State store.

The Instructional staff consists of those individuals responsible for the educational and recreational aspects of the overall program. In this group are the classroom instructors, the counselors, and advisors for those phases where the Boys State citizens 'learn by doing'. They are selected for their experience in the field in which they are expected to instruct and would include lawyers, judges, journalists, law enforcement personnel and civil servants.

City Counselors are assigned to groups of up to 30 boys that comprise a 'city' within a Boys State. These Counselors have the physical welfare of the young men as their chief responsibility, with the supervision of city activities and elections also a part of their overall duties. A County Counselor is usually assigned to oversee and 
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assist the activities of two or three 'cities' that constitute that county. American Legionnaires and cadets or midshipmen from the U.S. Service Academies fill many of the Counselor positions.

Political Organization
Upon arrival at Boys States, the citizens are assigned to one of two political parties, the 'Nationalists' or the 'Federalists'. Though some states may use other labels to identify the two parties, they are in no way reflections of the two major political parties in American government, but are established to allow instruction and participation in the two-party system of government.

An effective political system is created in each Boys State to operate from the precinct level through the State committee. A breakdown of the political organization to its smallest components and graduated to the state level may look like this in many Boys States: 

· The Precinct 

· The City 

· The County 

· The Judicial Circuit 

· The Senatorial or Legislative District 

· The Boys State

Instructional Program
Here is found the greatest variance in any function that makes up the overall Boys State program. However, these variances are only in procedure since each Boys State adheres to the basic concept of teaching government from the township to the state level.

The Instructional Program is carried out in three phases: limited classroom instruction, functional activities, and general assemblies. It is important to note that about 50 percent of the program hours of Boys State are devoted to government instruction and practice.

Classroom Instruction is held on subjects such as law, civil service, election procedure and parliamentary procedure. Other special 'schools' are held to inform candidates of the duties of the office they seek, and, following election and appointment of officers, to instruct in the operation of the respective offices held by the citizens. Some states use general assemblies to instruct on many phases of government with individual instruction given for particular Boys State officials.

All citizens of a Boys State receive instruction in Parliamentary Procedure, and every citizen is expected to participate in a special school such as law, civil service, election officials, peace officers, office holding, civic planning, public safety, etc., when such school is provided. Classroom instruction includes detailed explanation and instruction on the legislative, executive and judicial procedures of the respective state government.

Functional Activities start with a caucus or other method of nominating candidates for city offices and conclude with the election and inauguration of the Governor of a Boys State. Here is the heart of the instructional program. The functional activities (citizenship practice) such as elections, caucuses, conventions, operation of the courts, Additional Information
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legislative assemblies, administration of law enforcement, and public welfare are government in operation. These activities take a considerable portion of the time allotted for instructional purposes and constitute the chief means through which citizens 'learn by doing'.

General Assemblies are for all citizens and are intended as a means to spur enthusiasm and spirit, inspiration and patriotism, political fervor and a real zeal for 'the American way'. In short, every citizen becomes and integral part of Boys State, assuming responsibilities and performing duties either as an elected or appointed official, or otherwise fulfilling an assignment entailing the duties of responsible citizenship.

Selection and Eligibility Information

The American Legion has established certain qualifications for prospective Boys State citizens. Following are the recommended guidelines that are employed by most Boys States. (The American Legion Auxiliary has a similar program for girls called "Girls State") 

· Only males who have successfully completed their junior year of high school and have at least one more semester of high school remaining are to be considered as citizens of Boys State.

· Any boy who has previously attended a Boys State is not eligible to attend a second session.

· Only boys with outstanding qualities of leadership, character, scholarship, loyalty and service to their schools should be considered for Boys State.

· American Legion Boys States are in compliance with federal handicap laws. Most Boys States do require a medical/parental consent certificate signed by a parent and a registered doctor.

In the actual selection of boys as citizens of Boys State, merit and ability alone are the basis for selection. No boys are permitted to attend because of either poverty or wealth. Boys State is not a program for underprivileged boys, nor is it a summer camp for recreation. Fees, or 'tuition', are paid by American Legion Posts or other community-minded organizations, with little or no expense to a young man and his family.

In order to secure equal representation from all areas of a respective state, American Legion Departments assign quotas to high schools and/or Legion Posts in the state. The quota is determined by the number of Boys Staters that a program can accommodate and the number of schools or posts in the state. A school's total enrollment may be a factor in establishing quotas, with the number of representatives based on the size of the student body.

The selection process varies in the Departments of The American Legion, but generally the school recommends several more boys than a sponsor has quotas. The sponsor, either a Legion Post or other organization, then selects their representatives from that list.

Additional Information
How to get to Buckeye Boys State
Buckeye Boys State and the campus of Bowling Green State University may be conveniently reached via several routes around the Bowling Green Area. 

Regardless of which route is followed, as you near the entrance to Buckeye Boys State on the Bowling Green campus, Buckeye Boys State traffic personnel, Ohio State Highway Patrol Officers, and Bowling Green State University Police will be in place to direct vehicles in and out of the registration area in an expedient manner. 

Buses bringing delegates will be boarded by Boys State traffic personnel upon entering the BGSU campus and directed into the Boys State Registration area. 

From I-75: Exit at the Bowling Green/Highway 64/105 exit (Exit #181). Turn west onto Wooster Street into town. Follow the directions of Boys State traffic personnel. 

From State Route 25: Enter the city of Bowling Green from the north or south on State Route 25. State Route 25 becomes Main Street within the city. 

Follow State Route 25 (Main Street) to the intersection of Wooster Street. Turn east onto Wooster. Follow through town. Follow the directions of Boys State traffic personnel. 

From U.S. 6: Traffic on U.S. 6 may exit at either State Route 25 or I-75 exits. Follow the directions above. 

From the Ohio Turnpike (U. S. 80/90): Exit at I-75 tollgate, and follow I-75 South. Follow directions from #1 above.

Additional Information
Registration at Buckeye Boys State

Registration for the 2010 session of Buckeye Boys State will open promptly at 12:00 P.M. on SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2010, in the mall area between the Harshman residence halls and the Kreischer residence halls on the campus of Bowling Green State University. 

Please plan to arrive by 12:00 p.m. Registration is from noon to 1:30 p.m.  Buckeye Boys State will register nearly 1,300 people in that time. 

To assist you and your parents in arriving at the registration area, a Traffic Plan will be in effect on the streets around the Bowling Green State University complex. 

Please follow the Boys State Traffic Control personnel and Ohio State Highway Patrol Officers, who will direct you into and out of the Registration area. 

Chartered buses bringing delegates will also follow the Traffic Pattern. 

The traffic pattern has been designed to move you in and out of the registration area quickly. 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU HAVE YOUR GREEN EMERGENCY INFORMATION CARD IN YOUR PHYSICAL POSSESSION AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION. Do not pack the Green Card in your suitcase. It must be in your hand at the time you register. 

At the registration area, please line up at the proper registration station by YOUR LAST NAME. 

At the registration table, you will give the clerk your Green Emergency Information Card. In turn you will be given a registration card and directed to your residence hall where staff personnel will direct you into your Boys State City area. 

DO NOT LOSE THE WHITE REGISTRATION CARD. IT MUST BE TURNED IN TO YOUR CITY COUNSELOR. 

In the event of rain, registration will move to an alternate site and the Boys State Traffic Plan will direct you to this area













