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FROM THE COMMANDER
On May 8, we will have Post elections for Executive Board vacancies and I hope we will have a good turnout.  Much thanks to JJ Kent for agreeing to step in as Interim 2nd Vice Commander.  May is also when our nation observes Memorial Day and I know many of us will be busy with personal remembrances as well as participating in community programs.  I wish to thank all members of the Post, Sons, Auxiliary, Color Guard and Honor Guard who take part in flagging the graves, posting the colors, laying the wreaths and firing the volleys to salute our fallen comrades.  Particular thanks go to the Honor Guard, who carry-out their solemn duty year-round.  A brief history of Memorial Day, provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs, is included in this month’s eNews.  – John McDonald, Commander
CLUB NEWS
Wed. 05/05/10 – 7:30 pm – Post Meeting - Make your voice heard on Post issues.
Sat. 05/08/10 – 12:00 – 6:00 pm – Post Election  
Mon. 05/10/10 – 6:00 pm – Same Page Meeting
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Mon. 05/10/10 – 7:00 pm – Sons (SAL) Meeting
Mon. 05/17/10 – 6:30 pm – Ladies (ALA) Meeting. 
Sat. 05/22/10 – 5:00 pm – Installation Dinner

Not getting the e-News?  Leave us your email address.  Also, look for Post 62 on Facebook!
ENTERTAINMENT
Upcoming events at the Post include:

Sat. 05/01/10 – 8:30 pm – The Mods
Sat. 05/08/10 – 8:30 pm – Centerline
Sat. 05/15/10 – 8:30 pm – Lost Creek
Sat. 05/22/10 – 5:00 pm – Cocktail hour - Installation Dinner; tickets available - $10 single, $15 couple
Sat. 05/22/10 – 8:30 pm – Rearview Mirror
Sat. 05/29/10 – 8:30 pm – Open Jukebox
MEMBERSHIP
As of 1 May I’ve turned the 2010 Membership Cards into the Department of Ohio. New 2011 cards will be here mid June. Members who have not PAID 2010 dues will be delinquent if not paid by June. To keep your years you will be required to pay 2010 & 2011 dues. If anyone has questions get in touch with me. The Post had a good year and we’ll be better in 2011... – Keith “Squid” Dowler, 1st Vice Cmdr.      
Everyone probably knows of a currently serving or recently returned Veteran.  Tell them about Post 62 or invite them to come along as your guest on your next visit!
PROGRAMS
Post 62 will be represented at Buckeye Boys State (June 12-20, Bowling Green State Univ.) by the following young men:

Jacob Carroll,  Pickaway Ross CTC

Ricky Currier,  Unioto HS

Andrew Ferguson,  Adena HS

Douglas French,  Unioto HS

Caleb Heming,  Pickaway Ross CTC

Ryan Koch,  Pickaway Ross CTC

Josh White,  Zane Trace HS

Isaac Young,  Pickaway Ross CTC

Michael Clark, Southeastern HS (757)

Christian Pugh, Southeastern HS (757)

Post 62 will be represented at Buckeye Girls State (June 13-19,Ashland Univ.) by the following young ladies:

Sophie McCorkle, Southeastern HS

Elizabeth Toohey, Huntington HS

Jordan Young, Southeastern HS

Post 62 College Scholarships have been awarded to the following young men and young ladies:

Kelsey Michelle Cook (Unioto) will attend Miami University 
April Mae Dearth (Southeastern) will attend Shawnee State University
Olivia C. Dyer (Southeastern) will attend Shawnee State University
Matthew Hutton (Huntington) will attend Ohio University
Allison Nicole Jeffers (Chillicothe High) will attend Denison University
Larissa Lorene Palmer (Unioto) will attend Shawnee State University
Erin Rebekah Pigott (Adena) will attend Ohio State University
Paul Wyatt Smith (Zane Trace) will attend University of Rio Grande
Lukas Edward Wagner (Chillicothe High) will attend University of Cincinnati
Benjamin Morrow Williamson (Unioto) will attend Ohio State University
SICK CALL AND MEMORIALS
Sick Call – Harry Oyer

Memorials – Robert K “Kasey” McKinnis; Charles L. Drummond
SAL
The SAL invites all members of the Post 62 family to take advantage of the camaraderie and savings available on Monday nights.  Friday night, May 28 – SAL Rib Dinner 4:00 pm - ??  Thanks to the 32 members who participated in SAL’s April election.  There is still time to get/sell your ¼ Beef tickets.  See any officer for fishing gear tickets available through May 31, 8:00 PM - Dain DeCamp
AUXILIARY
We have a busy month ahead.  As always, we have the Rada Knives for sale.  Please take advantage of these sales before the prices have to go up.  At the Feast of the Flowering Moon, we have been asked to man a tent for the sole purpose of collecting items for the troops on Veterans Day at the Feast on Saturday, May 29.  There will be a flag folding demonstration and a POW-MIA ceremony demonstration.  Also there will be drawings for prizes for those who donate items for the troops.  All of this will make a Feast to be remembered!  Due to a scheduling fiasco, our next meeting will be after our district meeting on 5/16 and will be about 4p.  The Installation Dinner will be 5/22 and you will see our new officers become installed:  Lorna Ison, President; Judy Hoops, 1st Vice-president; Sharon Bristow, 2nd Vice-president; Peggy Park, Secretary; Judy Detillion, Treasurer; and Debbie Bolyard, Kathy Barnhart, and Jane Montgomery, Executive Board.  Come and support your Auxiliary’s officers.  Here’s the calendar:  

May:  5/5 Wed. Night Snack 6p:  Coney’s, Chips and a Pickle for $3.00

           5/14 Fri. Night Dinner 5:30p:  Quarter Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Roll & Butter $8.00

           5/15 Jr. ALA Department Convention, Columbus, Ohio

           5/16 Dist.7 ALA Summer Convention, Unit 62.  Registration 1p Meeting 2p  

                                   Finger Sandwiches & Fruit Salad served.  All Delegates Must Go.

           5/16 Our Next Meeting - AFTER the DISTRICT MEETING - 4p

           5/18 Tue, Night Bingo 6p:

           5/22 Post 62 Installation Dinner: Social Hour 5:00p, Dinner 6:00p          

           5/27-30 Feast of the Flowering Moon and on Saturday 5/29 Veterans Day at the Feast and Bring in Items

                              For the Troops.

           5/31 Memorial Day Activities, starting at Grandview Cemetery 9a   Fly Your Flag!
-  Jane Montgomery, President, ALA Unit 62
Weekly Lunches 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
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Breakfast 9-Noon
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Breakfast 9-Noon

Eight & Forty - 7:00 PM   SAL Kitchen

BINGO 6:00 PM
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Color Guard Pizza Night
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Memorial Day History

Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, the head of an organization of Union veterans — the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) — established Decoration Day as a time for the nation to decorate the graves of the war dead with flowers. Maj. Gen. John A. Logan declared that Decoration Day should be observed on May 30. It is believed that date was chosen because flowers would be in bloom all over the country.

The first large observance was held that year at Arlington National Cemetery, across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C.

The ceremonies centered around the mourning-draped veranda of the Arlington mansion, once the home of Gen. Robert E. Lee. Various Washington officials, including Gen. and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant, presided over the ceremonies. After speeches, children from the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphan Home and members of the GAR made their way through the cemetery, strewing flowers on both Union and Confederate graves, reciting prayers and singing hymns.

Local Observances Claim To Be First Local springtime tributes to the Civil War dead already had been held in various places. One of the first occurred in Columbus, Miss., April 25, 1866, when a group of women visited a cemetery to decorate the graves of Confederate soldiers who had fallen in battle at Shiloh. Nearby were the graves of Union soldiers, neglected because they were the enemy. Disturbed at the sight of the bare graves, the women placed some of their flowers on those graves, as well.

Today, cities in the North and the South claim to be the birthplace of Memorial Day in 1866. Both Macon and Columbus, Ga., claim the title, as well as Richmond, Va. The village of Boalsburg, Pa., claims it began there two years earlier. A stone in a Carbondale, Ill., cemetery carries the statement that the first Decoration Day ceremony took place there on April 29, 1866. Carbondale was the wartime home of Gen. Logan. Approximately 25 places have been named in connection with the origin of Memorial Day, many of them in the South where most of the war dead were buried.

Official Birthplace Declared In 1966, Congress and President Lyndon Johnson declared Waterloo, N.Y., the “birthplace” of Memorial Day. There, a ceremony on May 5, 1866, honored local veterans who had fought in the Civil War. Businesses closed and residents flew flags at half-staff. Supporters of Waterloo’s claim say earlier observances in other places were either informal, not community-wide or one-time events.

By the end of the 19th century, Memorial Day ceremonies were being held on May 30 throughout the nation. State legislatures passed proclamations designating the day, and the Army and Navy adopted regulations for proper observance at their facilities.

It was not until after World War I, however, that the day was expanded to honor those who have died in all American wars. In 1971, Memorial Day was declared a national holiday by an act of Congress, though it is still often called Decoration Day. It was then also placed on the last Monday in May, as were some other federal holidays.

Some States Have Confederate Observances Many Southern states also have their own days for honoring the Confederate dead. Mississippi celebrates Confederate Memorial Day on the last Monday of April, Alabama on the fourth Monday of April, and Georgia on April 26. North and South Carolina observe it on May 10, Louisiana on June 3 and Tennessee calls that date Confederate Decoration Day. Texas celebrates Confederate Heroes Day January 19 and Virginia calls the last Monday in May Confederate Memorial Day.

Gen. Logan’s order for his posts to decorate graves in 1868 “with the choicest flowers of springtime” urged: “We should guard their graves with sacred vigilance. ... Let pleasant paths invite the coming and going of reverent visitors and fond mourners. Let no neglect, no ravages of time, testify to the present or to the coming generations that we have forgotten as a people the cost of a free and undivided republic.”

The crowd attending the first Memorial Day ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery was approximately the same size as those that attend today’s observance, about 5,000 people. Then, as now, small American flags were placed on each grave — a tradition followed at many national cemeteries today. In recent years, the custom has grown in many families to decorate the graves of all departed loved ones.

The origins of special services to honor those who die in war can be found in antiquity. The Athenian leader Pericles offered a tribute to the fallen heroes of the Peloponnesian War over 24 centuries ago that could be applied today to the 1.1 million Americans who have died in the nation’s wars: “Not only are they commemorated by columns and inscriptions, but there dwells also an unwritten memorial of them, graven not on stone but in the hearts of men.”

To ensure the sacrifices of America’s fallen heroes are never forgotten, in December 2000, the U.S. Congress passed and the president signed into law “The National Moment of Remembrance Act,” P.L. 106-579, creating the White House Commission on the National Moment of Remembrance. The commission’s charter is to “encourage the people of the United States to give something back to their country, which provides them so much freedom and opportunity” by encouraging and coordinating commemorations in the United States of Memorial Day and the National Moment of Remembrance.

The National Moment of Remembrance encourages all Americans to pause wherever they are at 3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day for a minute of silence to remember and honor those who have died in service to the nation. As Moment of Remembrance founder Carmella LaSpada states: “It’s a way we can all help put the memorial back in Memorial Day.”


