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AMERICAN LEGION
PREAMBLE

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes: to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in the Great Wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of might; to promote peace and goodwill on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 

Article I – Name

Section 1 – The name of this organization shall be ROSS COUNTY POST NO. 62, AMERICAN LEGION
Article II – Objectives


Section 1 – The objectives and purposes of this Post shall be to promote the principles and polices as set forth in the foregoing preamble, and the National and Departmental Constitution of the American Legion.

Article III – Nature

Section 1 – This Post is a civilian organization and membership therein does not effect or increase liability for military, or police service.


Section 2 – This organization shall be absolutely nonpolitical and shall not be used for the dissemination of partisan principles or for the promotion of candidacy of any person seeking public office or preferment.


Section 3 – Rank does not exist in the American Legion; no member shall be addressed by his military or naval title in a meeting of the Post.

Article IV – Membership

Section 1 – Eligibility to membership in this Post shall be as prescribed by the National Constitution of the American Legion.


Section 2 – There shall be no form of class membership except an active membership, and dues shall be paid annually or for life.


Section 3 – No person may be a member at any time of more than one post.


Section 4 – All applications for membership shall be acted upon at the next Post Executive Committee meeting following the making of such application, and shall, at such meeting be accepted, rejected or referred for further investigation and consideration.

Article V – Officers   Amended 1995

Section 1 – All of the affairs and business of this corporation, (Ross County Post No. 62, American Legion) which is authorized by the Articles of Incorporation, this Constitution, and the laws of the State of Ohio, shall, except as may be otherwise provided by this Constitution and By-Laws, be vested in and conducted by an Executive Committee which shall consist of nine members, each of whom shall each serve a three-year term.  The retiring Post Commander shall also serve a three-year term on the Executive Committee and two additional members will be elected each year.  This Post, by its By-Laws, may provide for such other standing committees as the business of the organization may require.  The Post Commander, Vice Commanders, Finance Officer and Adjutant shall serve on the Executive Committee for the duration of their terms in elected office.


Section 2 – The officers of this Post shall be Commander, Vice Commanders, Adjutant, Finance Officer, Historian, Chaplain, Sergeant-at-Arms and such other officers as may be deemed necessary by this organization who shall be nominated from the floor at two regular meetings, (March and April) immediately preceding the annual election.  Nominations may also be made in writing, such nominations to reach the Post Adjutant prior to the last regular meeting preceding the election.


Section 3 – All Officers and two Executive Committee members shall be elected annually and they shall hold office until their successors are duly installed or as otherwise provided in accordance with Article IV, section 2 of the By-Laws of the American Legion, Department of Ohio.

Section 4 – Every Member of this Post in good standing shall be eligible to hold office in the Post unless otherwise provided herein.


Section 5 – The duties of Officers and Executive Committee members shall be those usually appertaining to such officers of committee members and as further provided in the By-Laws.

Article VI – Finance

Section 1 – The revenues of this Post shall be derived from membership or initiation fees, from annual membership dues and from such other sources as may be approved by the Post Executive Committee and approved on the Post floor.

Section 2 – The amount of such membership or annual Post dues shall be determined by the action of the American Legion, Department of Ohio and Ross County Post No. 62.


Section 3 – The Post shall pay to Department Headquarters, the National and Department annual membership dues for every member of the Post.


Section 4- Expenditures exceeding $5,000.00, except expenditures for utilities, taxes, janitorial services and such other expenditures deemed necessary for operation of the Post, shall be presented to the Executive Committee for their consideration and recommendation before presentation to the Post for final action.

Article VII – Charter Members

Section 1 – Members who joined this Post prior to November 11, 1919 (or members who joined this Post prior to the Issuance of Charter) shall be known as charter members.

Article VIII – American Legion Auxiliaries

Section 1 – This Post recognizes an auxiliary organization to be known as the Auxiliary Unit of Ross County Post No. 62, American Legion.


Section 2 – Membership in Auxiliary shall be as prescribed by the National Constitution of the American Legion.


Section 3 – This Post also recognizes the organization known as the Sons of the American Legion, Squadron 62.


Section 4 – Membership in the Sons of the American Legion shall be as prescribed by the National Constitution of the Sons of the American Legion.

Article IX – Amendments
Section 1 – This Constitution is adopted subject to the provision of the National Constitution of the American Legion and Department Constitution of the American Legion, Department of Ohio.  Any amendment to said National Constitution or Department Constitution which is in conflict with any provisions hereof shall be regarded as automatically repealing or modifying the provisions of this constitution to the extent of such conflict.


Section 2 – This Constitution my be amended at any regular Post meeting by vote of two-thirds of the members of said Post attending such regular meeting, providing that the proposed amendment shall have be submitted in writing and read at the two (2) preceding regular meetings of said Post, and providing further, that written notice shall have been given to all members at least ten (10) days in advance of the date when such amendment is to be voted upon, notifying said members that at such meeting proposal to amend the Constitution is to be voted upon, and such notice shall embody the proposed amendment.
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AMERICAN LEGION
Article I


Section 1 – The Post existing under these By-Laws is to be known as Ross County Post No. 62, American Legion.

Section 2 – The objectives of this Post are as set forth in the Constitution.

Article II – Management    Amended 1995

Section 1 – The government and management of the Post is entrusted to an Executive Committee of nine (9) members, and the elected Post Officers as described in Article III, Section 1, to be known as the Executive Committee.


Section 2 – the Executive Committee shall consist of nine (9) members, two (2) of whom in addition to the Officers of the Post, shall be elected annually at the first Saturday in May between the hours of 12 pm and 6 pm.  The second Saturday of the month of May shall be the Installation of Officers.  All elections of Officers and Executive Committee members shall be by ballot or absentee ballot as authorized by the Post Floor.  The candidate or candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected to the respective office or offices for which they are candidates.  All candidates nominated must present a valid DD-214, or other acceptable proof of eligibility within two (2) week after close of 2nd nomination of Officers.  All those nominated for Office, should have attended six (6) of the last twelve (12) Post meetings.


Section 3 – In the event a vacancy occurs in the Office of Commander, the First Vice Commander shall assume that office.  In the event a vacancy occurs in any elected office other than Commander and more that six (6) months remain in the term of the vacated office, a special election will be held to fill that office.  If less than six (6) months remain in the term of the vacated office, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment of the Executive Committee subject to approval of the membership at the next regular meeting.  

The resignation of a Post Officer or Executive Committee member shall happen in one of three ways:  (1) written notice to the Commander;  (2) verbal resignation to the members in a regular Post meeting;  (3) the absence from an elected office for three consecutive meetings (Post or Executive Committee) or six (6) of twelve (12) meetings without prior notification and approval by the members at a regular Post meeting, such resignation shall cause a vacancy to exist.


A special election will be held to fill the vacancy with more than six (6) months remaining.  A vacancy will be announced in the monthly newsletter informing members that nominations will be open at the next regular Post meeting; to fill the vacancy. A special election will be held the 2nd Saturday after the Post meeting.  The hours will be 2 pm to 6 pm; two (2) Tellers will be appointed by the Commander.


Section 4 – At a regular Post meeting any Post business may be presented for consideration and/or recommendation for Executive Committee to act upon.  The Executive Committee must give careful consideration of the Post’s recommendation and report the results of their decision at the next regular Post meeting.

Article III – Post Executive Committee


Section 1 – The Post Executive Committee shall meet for organization and conduct such business as may come before it at the call of the Post Commander within ten (10) days after the election of the new officers. Thereafter, the Post Executive Committee shall meet at least monthly and at the call of the Commander when said Commander may deem necessary. The Commander shall call a meeting of the Post Executive Committee upon the joint written request of three (3) or more members of said Post Executive Committee.  All Post members present at a regular Post meeting shall constitute a quorum.


Amendment to the Post Constitution of December 4, 1936. - The retiring Commander shall be placed on the Post Executive Committee for a period of three (3) years and that we change our usual appointment from three (3) to two (2) members to take care of this change in the Constitution.  Post Officers will also be members of the Executive Committee, namely the Post Commander, Vice Commanders, Adjutant and Finance Officer, for the duration of their terms in elected office.


Section 2 – Amended 1976 – The Post Executive Committee shall hire such employees as may be necessary; shall authorize and approve all expenditures; shall require at its discretion and approve adequate bonds from all persons having custody of Post funds; shall hear reports of Post Committee chairpersons at least monthly; and generally shall have charge of and be responsible for the management of the affairs of this Post.


Section 3 – Any member of this Post may be expelled for cause after charges are preferred under oath in writing, and a fair trail had upon the same in accordance with Article IV, Section 2 of the By-Laws of the American Legion, Department of Ohio.

Article IV – Duties of Officers – Amended 2005


Section 1 – Duties of the Post Commander – It shall be the duty of the Post Commander to preside at all meetings of the Post and to have general supervision over the business and affairs of the Post, and such officer shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Post.  He or she shall approve all orders directing the disbursement of funds and shall make an annual report covering business of the Post for the year, and recommendations for the ensuing year, which shall be read at the annual meeting and a copy thereof immediately forwarded to the Department Adjutant.  He or she shall perform such other duties as directed by the Post.  He or she shall be responsible for the signing of all properly authorized disbursement checks presented to him or her by the Finance Officer.


Section 2 – Duties of Vice Commanders – The Vice Commanders shall assume and discharge the duties of the Office of Commander in the absence or disability of, or when called upon by, the Post Commander.

A. First Vice Commander shall be the chairperson of the Membership Committee appointed by said First Vice Commander.  He or she shall present all new members of Post 62 with a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws and Club Rules and ensure that all Post members receive updated copies of the aforementioned guidelines following any approved revisions.

B. Second Vice Commander shall be the chairman of the Programs & Events (P&E) Committee appointed by said Second Vice Commander.



Section 3 – Duties of the Adjutant – The Adjutant shall have charge of and keep a full and correct record of all proceedings of all meetings, keep such records as the Department and National organizations may require and handle all correspondence of the Post.  He or she shall be responsible for signing all properly authorized disbursement checks that are presented by the Finance Officer in the absence of the Commander.  He or she shall furnish such surety bond in such sums as shall be fixed by the Post Executive Committee.


Section 4 – Duties of the Finance Officer – The Finance Officer of the Post shall have charge of all finances and see that they are safely deposited in some local bank or banks, approved by the Executive Committee and shall report once a month to the Executive Committee and the Post, with such recommendations as he may deem expedient or necessary for raising funds with which to carry on the activities of the Post.  He or she shall present quarterly financial reports at the monthly post meeting.  He or she shall prepare all checks disbursing the monies of the Post and present them to the Commander for signing or the Adjutant in the absence of the Commander.  The finance Officer shall furnish such surety bond in such sums as shall be fixed by the Post Executive Committee.


Section 5 – Duties of the Historian – The Post Historian shall be charged with the individual records and incidents of the Post and Post members, and shall perform such duties as may properly pertain to the office as may be determined by the Post or Executive Committee.


Section 6 – Duties of the Post Chaplain – The Post chaplain shall be charged with spiritual welfare of the Post comrades and will offer divine but non-sectarian service in the event of dedications, funerals, public function, etc., adhere to such ceremonial rituals as are recommended by the National or Departmental Headquarters from time to time.


Section 7 – Duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms – The Sergeant-at-Arms should know how to arrange the meeting hall and should assist the Post Commander and Adjutant in the preliminary arrangements for the meeting.  He or she shall be the custodian of the colors.  The Sergeant-at-Arms is responsible for flag etiquette and should be well informed on proper flag display and procedures used in operating a meeting.  The Sergeant-at-Arms shall perform such duties as may be from time to time assigned to him by the Post Executive Committee.

Article V – Delegates

Section 1 – Delegates and Alternates to a Department Convention shall be elected by ballot by the Post at the regular meeting in April.  Delegates and Alternates must attend the 7th District Convention to remain a Delegate or Alternate.  All those nominated for Delegate should have attended six (6) of the last twelve (12) Post meetings.


Delegates and Alternates must remain present at both the 7th District Convention and the Department Convention unless released by the Post Commander.


Section 2 – The outgoing and incoming Commanders will be the only automatic delegates to the Department Convention.

Article VI – Appointments

Section 1 – The Post Commander, immediately following the election, shall appoint the following standing committees; Finance, Legal, Publicity, Service, Americanism, Athletic, Hospital Contact, Auxiliary, Child Welfare, and such other committees as may be required, and the 1st Vice Commander shall appoint a Membership Committee, and the 2nd Vice Commander shall appoint a Programs and Events Committee, all of which are subject to the approval of the Executive Committee.  Such standing committees shall consist of such members and the chairperson thereof, as shall be designated by the Post Commander and approved by the Executive Committee.


Section 2 – Membership Committee – The Membership Committee shall have charge of all matters pertaining to the membership of the Post, including the procuring of new members, reinstatement and eligibility of members.


Section 3 – Finance Auditing Committee – The Finance Committee shall be charged with the administration of the financial policy, preparation of the budget recommendations and supervision of receiving, disbursing, and account of all Post funds.


Section 4 – Legal Committee – The Legal Committee shall be charged with the legal supervision of the Post affairs.


Section 5 – Publicity Committee – The Publicity Committee shall be charged with the promotion of public support of the Legion’s program by the establishment of proper contact with the American Legion Monthly, Department and National Legion News Service and by local publicity of Post programs and activities.


Section 6 – Service committee – The Service Committee shall supervise all maters pertaining to service to comrades in the prosecution of all just claims against the United States, or State Government, employment, relief, etc., and community welfare matters.


Section 7 – Americanism Committee – The American ism Committee shall be charged with the inspiration of patriotism and good citizenship by arrangements for proper observances of patriotic occasions; encouragement of patriotic and civic phases of instruction in schools; Americanization of aliens; combating Anti-American propaganda by education of the general public to American ideals through public forums, etc., and activities for community and civic betterment.


Section 8 – Athletic Committee – The Athletic Committee shall be charge with the promotion of physical development and clean sports by the organization of Post Athletic Teams, recreation, etc., and by cooperation and support in the general recreational and athletic programs of the community.


Section 9 – Hospital Contact – The Hospital Contact Committee shall be charged with proper liaison between Veterans Hospitals and the American Legion.


Section 10 – Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion (SAL) – The Auxiliary Contact Committee and SAL Contact Committee shall be charged with maintaining proper liaison between the local Auxiliary Unit, the SAL Squadron and the Legion, for the promotion of the interests of all three (3) organizations.


Section 11 – Child Welfare – The Child Welfare Committee shall be charged with the welfare of children of veterans.


Section 12 – Amended 1976 – Program and Events (P&E)– The Program and Events (P&E) Committee shall be charged with arranging programs and events and promoting the social activities of the Post as approved by the Executive Committee with approval of the Post Floor.

Article VII

Section 1 – All resolutions of State and National scope presented to this Post by a member or reported to this Post by a committee shall merely embody the opinion of this Post on the subject and copy of same shall be forwarded to the Department Headquarters for its approval before any publicity is given or action other than mere passage by the Post is taken.

Article VIII

Section 1 – The regular meeting of the Post shall be held at such location as may be designated by the Executive Committee and approved by the Post floor on the first Wednesday of each month, at which may be transacted such business as may be properly brought up for action; such meetings may be converted into entertainment meetings as may be deemed advisable by the Officers of the Post.


Section 2 – The Post Commander or majority of the Executive Committee shall call a special meeting of the Post.


Section 3 – Upon the written request of (15) members, the Committee shall call a special meeting of the Post.


Section 4 – All Post members present at a regular Post meeting shall constitute a quorum.

Article IX – Notices

Section 1 – Every member shall furnish the Post Adjutant with his or her address for mailing purposes.


Section 2 – The Post Adjutant shall cause notice of annual election to be given at least two (2) weeks prior thereto.

Article X – Rules of Order

Section 1 – All proceedings of this Post shall be conducted under and pursuant to Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised (RONR) except as herein otherwise provided.

Article XI – Limitation of Liabilities

Section 1 – This Post shall incur, or cause to be incurred, no liability nor obligation whatever which shall be subject to liability of any other Post, sub-division, group of members of the American Legion, or other individual, corporation or organization.

Article XII – Amendments


Section 1 – Theses By-Laws may be amended at any regular Post meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members of said Post attending such regular meeting provided, that the proposed amendment shall have been submitted in writing and read at the next preceding regular meeting of said Post; and provided, further, that written notice shall have been given to all members at least ten (10) days in advance of the date when such amendment is to be voted upon, notifying said members that at such meeting a proposal to amend the By-Laws is to be voted upon; such notice to embody the proposed amendment or amendments.
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